CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  11th MARCH  2010.
Present:
Cllr David Brown: Chairman

Cllr Jonny Sykes


Cllr Tim Harker



Cllr Eddie Quirk


Cllr Douglas Micklethwait

Cllr Becki Withers







David Clark : Parish Clerk
In attendance : ( for Item 5 only) P.C. Michael Bayliss                              
ITEM 1 :  APOLOGIES :  Cllr Simon Falla (Service engagement).
ITEM 2 :   RECEIPT OF DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   :    
2.1
Cllr Harker declared an interest in Item 10.1 (close neighbour) - Cllr Quirk declared an interest in Item 10.2 ( advised on the plans) - Cllr Brown later declared an interest on a matter raised under AOB.
ITEM 3 :   APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES 
3.1
Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 11th February 2010 was proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Sykes, and agreed by all.  
ITEM 4 :   MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF MEETING ON 11th FEBRUARY 2010
4.1
Item 12 :Community Awards  The Chair noted that he had been unable to reach CFPC to agree a joint nomination.  It was then unanimously agreed to nominate Mr Jim Griffin. Chair to produce form of words and Clerk to advise the award administrators.    Action Chair and Clerk   

4.2
Item 16.1: Chute Relief in Need Charity   The Clerk advised that he had taken the necessary action.
4.3
Item 16.2  New Combined Link Scheme   Cllr Micklethwait confirmed his attendance at the recent (combined) AGM and had been much encouraged by the enthusiasm and dedication of this volunteer body.

ITEM 5 :   POLICE MATTERS

The Chair adjourned the meeting to allow full discussion/exchange with the Police Officer.   
5.1
The Chair thanked PC Bayliss for making time to attend and noted that low key issues could perhaps usefully be communicated to the parish via ‘thechutes.org.uk’ web-site : PC Bayliss would look into this.

ITEM 6   :  TIDWORTH AREA BOARD MATTERS.
6.1
The Chair reviewed the minutes of the previous CAB meeting and the agenda for the forthcoming one on 15th March.  Given the venue, Enford, it was thought unlikely that any Cllr could manage to attend.
ITEM 7:    PROPOSED DATES OF  2010/11 MEETINGS

7.1
Acceptance of the following dates suggested in the agenda by the Clerk was proposed by Cllr Micklethwait, seconded by Cllr Withers, and agreed by all:-

2010:     24th June  :  5th August  :  16th September  :  28th October  :  2rd December  

2011:     6th January  :  10th February  :  10th March  :  Annual Meeting 12th May  


(Chair to Preside over Annual Parish (Parishioners’) Meeting on 7th April

ITEM 8:    GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTING – COUNCILLOR’S CHECKS.
8.1
Cllr Sykes, as Member with finance as his special interest, reported that on 18th February he had carried out the scheduled spot checks of the Clerk’s records and, as was invariably the situation, found them all to be completely acceptable. Key points were :-

8.1.1
Check of claim for expenses submitted by Clerk : The record of expenses was found to be both accurate & the costs appropriate.  The final total for the year (adjusted to exclude exceptional comms/computer costs) was now £574.96 and compared with a similarly adjusted figure for 2008/09 of £568.70. They were therefore being contained by the Clerk despite heavy administrative demands since around July.   

8.1.2
Check of bank reconciliation as at end December.   This was the latest statement available since there were no transactions in January – check completed without difficulty or query.

8.1.3
Interim check of record of hours (to end January)  : The records were found be accurate and both the work undertaken and the hours logged appropriate.   The average per week over the period (July 09 to Jan 10) was 10.59 which was higher than the figure of 10.09 at this time last year. 

8.2
The potential increase in the hours for the full year ( to July 10)  was discussed but it was noted that it was still likely to be contained within Precept forecast.  Cllr Sykes also pointed out that whatever efforts were made to restrict the hours worked, there always seemed to be a special challenge: last year it was the allotment area, this year it had been Playing Field and Governance matters.  Cllr Sykes report was unanimously accepted and the work of the Clerk was highly commended by all.

ITEM 9:
FINANCE -  TO APPROVE EXPENDITURE
9.1
On a proposal by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait, the following expenditure was agreed by all:-
£71.52 to Wiltshire Council : Amenity skip for Upper Chute on 22nd January 10.

£1030.00 to Clerk  : balance of salary for 2nd half of year. (Clerk’s note :final salary  of £1973.00  approved at 3 Dec 09 meeting : less provisional half  year payment of £943.00 made at 17 Sep 09 meeting )


£259.74 to Clerk : refund of expenses for period 28th August 2009 to 14th February 2010. (Clerk’s note : as spot checked and accepted by Cllr Sykes – see 8.1.1 above)


£48.00 to Village Hall : rental for Jan/Feb/Mar  meetings 

ITEM 10 :     PLANNING APPLICATIONS
10.1     Application E/10/0172/FUL Old Cottage, Chute Cadley : Solar panels on shed roof. The Clerk noted the details were sent to members by e-mail on 19 February and were on view in hard copy. On a proposal by Cllr Micklethwait, seconded by Cllr Withers, it was agreed by all that no objection should be made to this application.  (Clerk’s note : Apropos Cllr Harker’s declaration of interest at Item 2,  he exercised his right as a member of the public to register his views,  which were in agreement with Council policy, and took no part in the decision reached). 
10.2
Application E/10/0145/FUL Limmer, Upper Chute: rear extension & conservatory. The Clerk noted the details were sent to members by e-mail on 16 February and were on view in hard copy.  On a proposal by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait, it was agreed by all that no objection should be made to this application.  (Clerk’s note : Apropos Cllr Quirk’s declaration of interest at Item 2,  he exercised his right as a member of the public to register his views,  which were in agreement with Council policy, and took no part in the decision reached). 
10.3   The Clerk advised that applications E/10/0027, 0073 & 0087 passed without objection had now been approved by W.C.
ITEM 11   :    KING GEORGE PLAYING FIELD (KGPF) & MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (MC)
11.1
The Chair recorded that, following the last meeting, the Clerk’s briefing note on governance arrangements had been provided to all Members. As undertaken, he and Chair to CFPC had met with a representative from WALC to discuss the way ahead – the subsequent WALC summary of advice and his covering comments had been provided to all Members by e.mail dated 24th February. The immediate conclusion was that the 21st January Constitution could only represent an interim arrangement and, in particular, it’s use was subject to the proviso that the KGPF Committee take out appropriate insurance to cover themselves, and the Parish Councils against third party risks.  The Chair of the MC had been present at a follow-up meeting with the WALC officer, was fully briefed, and understood all aspects of the situation .  
11.2
The Chair summarised the WALC advice of the management options available to the Councils as :-

*  A Joint Advisory Committee of the two Parish Councils

*  A Joint Committee of the two Parish Councils, with Executive Functions

*  A Charitable Trust

Following discussion of the advice received, and the implications of the options available, the Chair advised that the view of Chair to CFPC and himself, supported by Chair of the MC, was that  the third of these options was the most attractive/practicable but he required Council support before taking this further forward.  It was then unanimously agreed that the Charitable Trust option was acceptable in principle and that the Chair should explore this option further but no commitment would be made without full Council agreement in due course.    Action : Chairman
11.3
The Chair then recorded that the revised (Interim) Constitution dated 21st January 2010 (signed by Chair to CPC on 7th and subsequently endorsed by CFPC on the 21st) had now been formally acknowledged/ accepted by the current Chair of the Management Committee.  The next liaison meeting to clarify ongoing management matters between the two Council chairmen and Chair to the MC (Clerk’s note : see Item 10.1 of minutes of 11th February meeting) was anticipated to take place shortly and the outcome would be presented to the (full) Councils for acceptance in due course.

ITEM 12 :   REQUEST FOR FUNDING SUPPORT OF TCAP CO-ORDINATOR POST
12.1
The request was discussed and the requirement supported in principle but, against the background of the extremely tight Precept the Council had felt compelled to adopt, on a proposal by Cllr Micklethwait, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all, it was not agreed.  Action : Clerk to write.
ITEM 13 :   GRIT BIN PROVISION – INPUT TO W.C. CONSULTATION
13.1
The Clerk advised that only one response to the Chronicle Item had been received, seeking an additional bin at narrow section of Malthouse Lane at Standen.  It was agreed by all that he should respond to the W.C. consultation as recorded in the previous minutes plus this additional request. Action : Clerk

ITEM 14 :   RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER – REQUEST FOR CHANGE OF APPOINTEE
14.1
Discussion established that none of the Councillors felt they able to make the time available to take on this function – they were concerned therefore that they could not meet the Clerk/RFO’s request.  They also unanimously recorded their appreciation of the quality of both the accounting service and financial governance advice provided by the Clerk and their wish to retain his services as RFO.   The Clerk then declared that in all the circumstances, in particular governance developments which were now in hand, he was prepared to withdraw his request.   This was accepted with pleasure by all Members of the Council.
ITEM 15 :    ANY OTHER BUSINESS
15.1
Plan App’n E/10/0253/FUL – Valance Cottage   Received 6 Mar, Deadline 25 Mar, next Meeting scheduled for 13 May.   (Clerk’s note : Cllr Brown declared an interest and left the room – Cllr Quirk elected to preside for this item).   The papers were inspected and the absence of any objection by neighbours noted. It was unanimously agreed that there was no objection to the application and, in all the circumstances, this application could be dealt with ex-cttee.   Action :  Clerk.
15.2
Police Questionnaire on Neighbourhood Engagement   Since the Council’s policy on the subject matter was already established, it was agreed that this could be completed on the spot.  Action : Clerk 
15.3
Energy Savings Trust – Green Communities Initiative  It was agreed that the Clerk should seek further information on the implications of a response to the recent letter.   Action : Clerk
15.4
Parish Steward Reports – Work on 4 Feb and 3 March   Members recorded their satisfaction with the standard and scope of the work recorded.  Action: Clerk to advise W.C.
15.5
Verge Protection Measures   The Chair noted that he had had many favourable responses on the pilot scheme. There had also been suggestions that a few similar posts might be provided at the corners of the north end of Chute Cadley Green and several other places.  Action : Clerk to explore with W.C.
15.6
Centre Line Road Markings  A letter from a parishioner was read out.  Action : Clerk to clarify with Cllr Withers and explore with W.C.

15.7
Tibbs Meadow – original part – Parking   Cllr Withers reported a number of requests for better parking through increased hard-standing .   Action : Clerk to explore with W.C.
15.8
Closure: The Chair asked for a good turnout at the Parish (Parishioners’) Meeting on 8th April.  He then noted that the next meeting was the Annual Meeting and was scheduled for 13th May – it was important that all Councillors should attend.     There being no further business, he then closed the meeting at 21.15
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